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stay the spread of small-pox, but powers should be given
for the compulsory vaccination of every tramp who could not
prove that he had been vaccinated within the past seven
years. The Local Government Board for Scotland intimates
that during the period from Jan. lst to 15th inclusive only
one case of small-pox has been notified to them-viz., the
the case of a seaman on board a ship which arrived at
Glasgow on Jan. lst. Several cases of small-pox have
occurred in Nottingham and it is stated that fourof the
p3.tients are totally unvaccinated.

THE DISTRIBUTION OF PLAGUE.

THE medical officer of health of Cape Colony reports that
for the week ending Dec. 27th, 1902, 2 cases of plague were
discovered at Port Elizabeth, the one being in a native male
adult who was found dead on Dec. 24th and the other being
that of a European male adult notified on Dec. 26th. At

the end of the week 2 cases remained under treatment at

the Plague Hospital at Port Elizabeth. The last preceding
case of plague notified occurred on Dec. 19th. No case of

plague has been discovered or was under treatment in any
other place in the Colony during the week in question. As

regards Hong-Kong, a telegram from the Governor received
.at the Colonial Office on Jan. 16th states that for the week

ending Jan. 15th there had been 18 ca"es of bubonic plague
and 10 deaths from the disease.

DANGEROUS GAS-HEATERS AND COAL-GAS
POISONING.

CARBON monoxide is rapidly becoming a modern terror,
for undoubtedly the number of victims to carbon-monoxide
poisoning is decidedly on the increase. Sometimes the

gas occurs as a product of incomplete combustion owing
to a defect in the gas-heater, as was the case in the
regrettable death of Mr. Quintin Hogg in a bathroom

at the Polytechnic Institute last week, and sometimes
it reaches its victim through the escape of coal gas
from a defective gas pendant. Two children lost their lives
last week by this latter means : there was no water in the
seal of the chandelier and gas freely escaped into the room
in which they were sleeping. We unequivocally condemned
this wretched gas appliance a long time ago. Gas com-

panies, we maintain, should be compelled to supply all their
customers using gas-stoves with printed directions as to their
management, and it seems to us that the increasing pro-
portion of carbon monoxide in coal gas calls for serious

investigation. 
-

THE KING’S SANATORIUM: A NOVEL SCHEME.

ONE of the schemes sent in for competition, which the
author has permitted us to see, involved principles entirely
at variance with the successful ones in its suggestions for

treating tuberculous patients. The gist of it lay in an

attempt to furnish the patients-who would be completely
isolated, collectively and individually, within the sanatorium
on the hillside-with a plentiful supply of air, fresh from the
summit of a hill, of regulated temperature and moisture.
The air, for instance, would need drying when a cloud or
heavy mist capped the hill-top ; it would require moistening
and warming when easterly and north-easterly winds pre-
vailed, and toning down when too " shrewd " or frosty. This

scheme advised that the air (modified when necessary) should
flow continuously up through the perforated floor of the

patient’s cubicle, rising evenly throughout the room, and
should pass away through the perforated ceiling to a foul-air
- chamber, whence it would be drawn away to feed the flames
at the destructor. A great point in the scheme was the

complete destruction by heat of all liquid, solid, and gaseous
refuse. The writer believes that his method of ventila-
tion could be superseded by flooding the rooms with fresh air

from the top and drawing it away from the bottom of the

cubicle, a plan already successfully adopted in some places; he
thinks that there should be a double foul-air system in order
to keep separate the ward and drainage ventilation and that
all the patients’ cubicles should face the front. The author

of the scheme has founded his plan upon a view that the
treatment of weak, sensitive patients by the open-air method
will eventually break down in England. This, of course, is
not accepted opinion, but undoubtedly it is necessary that

we should remember that when we have placed a tuberculous
person, regardless of his individual condition, in the open
air, and not paid sufficient attention to the quality of that
air, we may not have done our best for him or her.

THE INDEX MEDICUS: SECOND SERIES.

THE Index Medicus, which was established in 1879 and
discontinued in 1899, has now been resumed. The present
publication, which is undertaken by the Carnegie Institu-
tion in Washington, will be known as Index Medicus,
Second Series, Volume I., commencing in January, 1903. It
consists of the titles in fall of books, pamphlets, theses, con-
tributions to cooperative works, and original articles in

journals, transactions of medical and scientific societies,
and the like arranged under subject-headings. On the com-

pletion of the volume an "Annual Index of Authors and
Subjects" will be issued. The subject part of this annual
index will be elaborately subdivided, the classification

closely resembling tthat of the Index Catalogue of the Library
of the Surgeon-General’s Office. The annual subscription,
payable in advance, is$5, or 25s. All communications

relating to subscriptions should be addressed : Carnegie Insti-
tution, Washington, D.C. Letters relating to the editorial
department should be addressed : Editors, Index Medicus,
Washington, D.C. -

STRONG MEASURES AGAINST SMALL-POX AT
PHILADELPHIA.

THE city of Philadelphia seems constantly in difficulties.

When there is no epidemic of typhoid fever then small-pox
breaks out, and when small-pox ceases typhoid fever returns.
Now both these diseases have come together and this in
spite of an improved water-supply and energetic measures
to vaccinate the whole population. Indeed, small-pox has
broken out among those engaged as it were in the prevention
of typhoid fever. There are some 500 negro labourers

employed at a filtration conduit and filter beds. At shaft
No. 8 one negro was seized with small-pox and removed
at once to the hospital, but at almost the same time
two other cases occurred at shaft No. 6. The huts

which these patients occupied have been "quarantined" 
"

and their inmates-there are generally ten negroes in
each hut-are kept prisoners. The police are stationed
round the huts to prevent all intercourse with their in-
habitants who are thus kept in idleness in a confined space
waiting for small-pox to attack them or for their daily
allowance of food to be handed to them through the windows
of their huts. We are now told that all the coloured men
are to be vaccinated, which assuredly is a better precaution.
Ten policemen are told off to watch each hut, and this

display of force has naturally helped to spread a panic
among the labourers engaged at the waterworks which it
is anticipated will be the means of preventing typhoid
fever by giving the inhabitants of Philadelphia pure
water to drink. Throughout the town the police have
been paying house-to-house visits to ascertain how many
inhabitants have not been vaccinated within the last
five years. Arrangements are made for the immediate
vaccination or revaccination of such persons. These pre-
cautions are useful, but they should be supplemented by
measures to prevent overcrowding and to remedy structural


